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The Devil Has Two Faces

An Explanatory Essay
By Rev. Lloyd Strom

Down through the ages there has been
much confusion, and misunderstanding
aboutthe nature of thatillusionary em-
bodiment of evil called the Devil. Itis gener-
ally notunderstood that He has two oppos-
ing faces which are called Lucifer and Satan.
Unfortunately, Humanity has always con-
sidered Lucifer and Satan to simply be differ-
entnames for the same thing, despite the
factthatthey are the complete opposite of
each other.

Luciferis the ‘Bringer of Light,” butheis also
the spirit of pride, seeking not only to be
good, butto be better than everyone else.
Hence, we have the folklore that Lucifer was
the angel that wanted to be God, and was
castdown to earth for his arrogance. Fur-
thermore, Heis the cause of all that is violent
in the world.

Satan, on the other handis the ‘Bringer of
Darkness,” the spirit of ignorance, inertia
and delusion. He is the lord of depression,
andthekiller of hope. Both Lucifer and Sa-
tan can bring ruin and destruction into our
lives. However, The differenceis, that Lucifer
destroys by explosion, whereas, Satan de-
stroys by corrosion.”

Another aspect ofthe Devilthat is generally
notunderstood, is that Lucifer and Satan are
not actudlly entities, butin redlity they are
activities (forces) which can enter into entities
(people), and compel them to do foolish,
harmful and destructive things. Hence, the
oldsaying, “The Devimade medoit.”

One ofthe reasons why Lucifer and Satan
have always been considered to be the same
creature, is the fact that their opposing na-
tures often work together within us. What
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actudlly happens is that Satanic forces de-
ceive us into believing that ‘goodis evil’
which then activates the Luciferic forces
within us, that either resist or attack what
falsely appears to be evil. Such deceptions
are called accusations, which simply means
to charge with wrongdoing, whether or not
thereis any evidence to prove the charges.

However, more often than not, the opposite
situation occurs, where Satan deceives us
into believing that ‘evilis good.” Conse-
quently, Lucifer cannot resist anything that
will make Himself better, and this will cause
us to pursue that evil with vigor. Such de-
ceptions are called Temptations. Itis these
great deceptions of the two faced Devil that
caused the prophetlsaiah to cry out, “Woe
unto those who see good for evi, and evil for
good; that put darkness for light, and light
for darkness. " (isa. 5:20)

The Way Out is Up

In light of the foregoing descriptions of Luci-
fer and Satan, it might seem to be an almost
impossible task to free ourselves from their
invisible grip. This is because, they are op-
posing forces within our own human per-
sondlity. Therefore, we cannot resist one
without actually becoming the other. Con-
sequently, the only way that we can deal
with these destructive forces is by establish-
ing a harmonious balance between them,
and only something greater than ourselves
can dothat for us. This is the role of Christ,
the Spirit of God within our very own Soul.

Itis important to realize that the Presence of
Christ does notjust establish a dynamic bal-
ance between Lucifer and Satan. Moreover,
Christ actudlly integrates these forces into a
state of quiet delight and equanimity that we
callJesus. Whereas Christis the Presence of
God, Jesus is the personification of that
Presence within our very own human per-
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sondlity. Consequently, the more that we
turn to Christin the midst of our dilemmas,
the more integrated our human personality
becomes, and the more we become like Je-
sus, the ‘Spirit of God made flesh, filled with
Grace and Truth.” john 1:14)

>’

The Song of God

To better understand the nature of Lucifer
and Satan we can turn to the 14th chapter
of the Bhagavad-Gita, dealing with the Gu-

nas, which arethe ‘Forces of Life.” However,

we must keep in mind that Eastern spiritual-
ity tends to focus more on the universal na-
ture of the Divine, whereas, Western relig-
ions tend to focus more on the individual-
ized, or personal nature of spiritual entities.
Consequently, the Holy Bible attaches per-
sonalnames to the universalforces de-
scribed in the Bhagavad-Gita. Therefore, if
we substitute the term Lucifer for the forces
of Rajas, Satan for Tamas, Jesus for Sattwa
and Christ for Krishna; we willhave a clear
description ofthe nature and activities of
these important spiritual forces in our lives.
(Annodated Version of Ch. 14 of the Bhagavad-Gita is Attached)

The Personalities of Creation
Another good source for understanding the

nature of Lucifer and Satan is an essay enti-
tled, The Personality of Evi,” by the great
esoteric writer Manly Hall. Therein, he details
the important role that Lucifer and Satan
play in the creative process of life, and in the

evolution of our own being.
(A copy of this essay is attached,)
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The Incarnation of Evil
One ofthe bestways to fully understand the

nature of Lucifer and Satan, especially in the
context of the evolution of Humanity in our
modern era, is to consult the teachings of the
great German spiritual philosopher Rudolph
Steiner. Attachedis a lecture that he gave en-
titled The Satanic Decption.” The originaltitle
ofthis talk was The Ahrimanic Deception,’
referring of course to Ahriman, who'is the
Persian version of Satan, as revealed
through the teachings of Zoroastrianism.

This particular lecture is contained within a
greater collection entitled ‘The Incarnation
of Arhiman: The Embodiment of Evilon
Earth.’ In his revealing book, Steiner clearly
articulates the shortcomings of the tradi-
tionally dualistic concepts of ‘good and evil,”
that have been held by Humanity down
through the ages. Furthermore, he explores
how concepts of good and evil are merely
describing the nature of Lucifer and Satan.
Whereas, the true nature of Divinity, as ex-
pressed through Jesus Christ lies above and
beyond all dualistic concepts, and can only
be grasped through a state of unitive con-
sciousness, which is the experience of un-
conditional Love.

The Ultimate Good
By understanding the dualistic nature of

evil, as expressed through Lucifer and Sa-
tan, we can better grasp the necessity of
opening our minds and hearts to the unitive
nature of Jesus, who exemplifies the ‘Good
to which there is no opposite,” the ultimate
Good, that we called God, which is the ulti-
mate Truth of our own being.

Rev. Loyd Strom
May 2018
®
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The Song of God - Chapter 14 : The Forces of Life

This is a westernized version of the Bhagavad Gita which has had the following substitutions made:
God for Brahman; Christ for Krishna; Disciple for Aruna; Nature for Prakrifi: Truth for Dharma;
Senge for Gate; Personality for Guna; Jesus for Saftva; Lucifer for Rgjas; Satan for Tamags

Christ:

Let me tell you more about the wisdom
that transcends all knowledge, through
which the saints and sages attained
perfection. Those who rely on this
wisdom will be united with me. For them
there is neither rebirth nor fear of death.

My womb is Nature; in that | place the seed.
Thus all created things are born. Everything
born comes from the womb of Nature, and | am
the seed-giving Father.

ltis the three ‘Universal Personalities” born of
Nature —Jesus, Lucifer, and Satan — that bind
the immortal Self to the body. Jesus — pure,

luminous, and free from sorro w — binds us
with attachment to happiness and wisdom.
Lucifer is filled with passion, arising from selfish
desire and attachment. He binds the Self with
compulsive action. Satan, born of ignorance
deludes all creatures through heedlessness,
indolence, and sleep.

Jesus binds us to happiness; Lucifer binds us to
action. Satan, distorting our understanding,
binds us to delusion.

Jesus predominates when Lucifer and Satan are
transformed. Lucifer prevails when Jesus is weak
and Satan overcome. Satan prevails when
Lucifer and Jesus are dormant.

When Jesus predominates, the light of wisdom
shines through every one of our bodily senses.
When Lucifer predominates, a person runs
about pursuing selfish and greedy ends, driven
by restlessness and desire. When Satan is domi-
nant a person lives in darkness .. .slothful, con-
fused, and easily infatuated.

Those dying in the nature of Jesus attain the pure
worlds of the wise. Those dying in a Luciferic state
are reborn among people driven by work. But
those who die in the darkness of Satan are
conceived in the wombs of the ignorant.

The fruit of good deeds is pure, as is Jesus. The
fruit of Lucifer is suffering. The fruit of Satan is
ignorance and insensitivity.

(May '15)

From Jesus comes understanding; from Lucifer,
greed. But the outcome of Satan is confusion,
infatuation, and ignorance.

Those who live as Jesus go upwards; those as
Lucifer remain where they are. But those
immersed in Satan sink downwards.

The wise see clearly that all action is the work of
the Personality. Knowing that which is above
the Personality, they enter into union with me.

Going beyond the three “Universal Per-
sonalities"which form the body, they leave
behind the cycle of birth and death, decrepitude
and sorrow, and attain to immortality.

Disciple:

What are the characteristics of those who have
gone beyond the Personality, O Lord? How do
they act? How have they passed beyond the
Personality’s hold?

Christ:

They are unmoved by the harmony of Jesus, the
activity of Lucifer, or the delusion of Satan. They
feel no aversion when these forces are active, nor
do they crave for them when these forces
subside.

They remain impartial, undisturbed by the
actions of their Personality knowing that it is the
Personality which acts, they abide within them-
selves and do not vacillate.

Established within themselves, they are equal in
pleasure and pain, praise and blame, kindness
and unkindness. Clay, a rock, and gold are the
same to them. Alike in honor and dishonor,
alike to friend and foe, they have given up every
selfish pursuit such are those who have gone
beyond the Personality.

By serving me with steadfast love, a man or
woman goes beyond their Personality. Such a
one is fit for union with God. For | am the sup-
port of God, the eternal, the unchanging, the
deathless, the everlasting Truth, the very source
of all joy. :
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The Personalities of Evil
An lllumined Extract from Magic
By Manley Hall

The Personality of Evil.
For many ages, theologians have insisted

upon personalizing natural principles. All
the great forces of being are dressed up like
puppets in a Punch and Judy’ show, and
have the pronouns him or her applied to
them. This is one of the main reasons for
the inability of theologians to read the Bi-
ble correctly or intelligently. They are un-
able to see the abstract power under the
concrete symbol. For ages, religion has
made the devil a human being and, inci-
dentally, human beings devils. This is in-
correct, both in principle and application.

The devil is a natural principle, the product of
natural means, and the ultimate of natural
perversion The devil is a compound-complex
creature, dividing itself up into all the sins of
the calendar. Studied as a group entity, the
devil is the spirit of perversion or negation,
the created principle of misuse.

The Misuse of Power
Evilis not a false thing; there are no false

things in the creation of a true God. Evil is
an abuse or misuse of power. It is the
crossing of currents, or an interference with
the plan We may say, as one definition of
evil, that it is the right thing in the wrong
place. The worst evil in nature can be
transmuted into good by the simple proc-
ess of adjustment. The average intelligence
of the consciously functioning man is suffi-
cient to make a god out of any demon by
the simple process of inversion; likewise, he
is capable of making a demon or evil thing
out of any good thing or god by placing it
in improper relationship to other things.
The word devil is used to cover the two ex-
cesses of polarity in nature, for when un-
curbed, either win destroy the organism
that man is seeking to construct.

May. 18)

The Two Demons of Creation
Satan is the spirit of caution, prudence, and

when preverted, negation. At his door are
laid the sins of omission. Few realize that
man is responsible for the things he has not
done. That s part of the law. It is just as
wrong not to do the right things as it is to do
the wrong thing. Satan inhibits, he draws
back, he holds aloof. He is keyed to crystali-
zation, and his unhampered reign would
result in cosmic inertia, for he destroys ac-
tion. He is symbolized as the reaping skele-
ton, for he governs the bones of man and
the planets, which are the bones of the
Macrocosmic Man. He is the cold demon of
ice that freezes the spirit in the blood, and is
given dominion over the tomb of unrealized
hopes. He is the spirit that finally calls unto
himself all things which have poured out
through his mystic rings.

Lucifer, on the other hand, is the spirit of
excess, the flaming son of rashness and the
ruler of sense-gratification, over which he
wields dominion with a scepter of serpents.
Those who fall victims to his power do
deeds of violence, not because he wills it so,
but because they have this spirit of energy
and pervert him themselves. Lucifer is also
the light bringer;” he is transmuted by man
into the fiery demon of war and hate. His
power is used by man as the inspiration of
lust and passion while he would have it
used only for the attainment of ideality. Un-
curbed, those who fall under the sway of his
influence, dash madly to their own destruc-
tion. He always is opposed to Satan, seek-
ing to snatch the soul of man from the cold
embrace of Saturn. He is the heat that incu-
bates the soul, but man uses him as a
flame to burn up reason.

The Purpose of Evil Is Good

All the powers in nature naturally serve
good, but as they are the servants of those
capable of wielding authority, man makes
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out of them barbarous spirits who damn
his own world. Between these two thieves
of excess — Satan (utter coldness) and Lu-
cifer (blazing heat) —hangs the spirit of
man, crucified like the Christ of the sublime
allegory, seared by the burning fire of one,
chilled to freezing by the negation of the
other. Here is the great Truth. Suppose ei-
ther of these forces which man has made
into demons, were to withdraw —what
would happen to the Plan of Being?

If Satan were to go out of the scheme, man
would be burned up by the fiery passions
of Mars and the angels of Lucifer. Without
the chill, caution, and curbing of Saturn,
his soul would speedily be lost in utter de-
bauchery and licentiousness. If on the
other hand, Lucifer should withdraw, man
would soon be a stone again, incapable of
incentive, of motion or emotion, and
chained, like the sufferers of ‘Dante’s in-
ferno,” by the icy fingers of death.

Thus it is that the eternal battle of these
great principles, like night and day, tem-
pers the blasts, and blends them to the
good of man, that he may ultimately
reach the goal to which he aspires. Such is
the mystery of ‘night and day.” If the sun
were to shine all the while, man would be
burned up with its rays and so vitalized
that he would speedily turn into ether;
while if night forever enshrouded him, he
would gradually return to crystal.

Evil is Power Perverted
Satan and Lucifer are not evil, but are two

of the greatest powers in all creation.
Without them, the universe could not come
into being — for Mars, with the Lucifer an-
gels, is the dynamo of our solar system,

May. 18)

and without them, the planets could not
keep up their endless march. On the other
hand, Satan builds the earth and worlds
by his crystallization, without which we
would have no solid substances to form
bodies. It is not force or power, but the per-
version of force which constitutes evil. The
magician says: “Demon est Dew inverses.”
We may say: “The Demon is power per-
verted.” Therefore man, the perverter of
power, is the creator of demons, because
he is the lowest creature capable of ex-
ercising authority from within his own be-
ing. The lower kingdoms are forced to re-
act upon group impression and obey un-
questioningly.

In Paradise Lost’Milton tells how sin and
death were launched into the world as the
result of the disobedience of man. Satan, as
prudence, negation, and crystallization, rep-
resents death, who eternally inhibits his crea-
tion; while Lucifer, as energy and action, rep-
resents sin, the positive expression of misuse.
They go about ministering to the needs of
creation as constructive and helpful powers,
until the black magician, with the innate per-
version of his own soul, bends them from
their appointed way and launches them
upon man as spirits of hell. The ancients
called the forces of nature the one-eyed gods
because they were no respecters of persons,
but fulfilled their appointed paths, whether it
be to kill or resurrect. The individualizing
consciousness of the seven rings of sparks
cast from the universal Pralaya (dissolution)
must become the one molder of these forces,
and the karmic responsibility for this mold-
ing, and the expressions of these forces, rest
not upon the forces, but upon human and
superhuman intelligences.

Edited by

Rev. Loyd Strom
May 2018
©)
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The Satanic Deception
an Inspired Lecture by Rudolph Steiner

Preface by Rev. Lloyd Strom

Below, you willfind the translated transcript
ofalecture given by the great German spiri-
tual philosopher Rudolph Steiner in Octo-
ber, 1919. The originaltitle of the lecture was
‘The Ahrimanic Deception.” The concept of
Ahriman is the Persian version of Satan, as
described in the teachings of Zoroastrian-
ism. He is essentially the ‘spirit of darkness’
who opposes the Light of God. In other
words, the Devil

Throughout Steiner’s original lecture the
name of Ahriman has now been replaced
by the term Satan. This was done simply to
render the wisdom contained within this
lecture more readily available to western
minds more familiar with the Satanic termi-
nology. The subtle distinctions between the
terms Ahriman and Satan are not nearly as
important as the profund effects that these
spiritual forces have upon us, both indi-
vidually and collectively.

>’

In the Words of Rudolf Steiner

In addressing a public audience today on
the mostimportant question of our time, it
makes a great difference if one speaks from
aknowledge of the deeper forces of world-
historical evolution, that s, from initiation-
science, or if one speaks without such
knowledge. ltis relatively easy to speak
about modern questions if one relies upon
data of external knowledge which are con-
sidered scientific, practical, and so on. ltis,
however, extraordinarily difficult to speak
aboutthese questions from the standpoint
of initiation-science — from which indeed
everything is derived with which we have to
deal atsuch gatherings as ours today. For
he who speaks from that standpoint about

Nov.20)

problems of the time knows that he is op-
posed notonly by the casual, subjective
opinions of those to whom he speaks. He
knows too that a great part of mankind to-
day is already under the control, from one
side or another, of Satanic forces of a cosmic
nature which are growing stronger and
stronger. To explain what | mean by this, |
must give you a kind of historical survey of a
fairly long period of human history.

From various statements which have been
made here and which you will also find in
some of my lecture-courses, you know that
we have to place the beginning of our mod-
ern age in the middle of the fifteenth cen-
tury. We have always called this period — of
which we are really only atthe beginning—
the Fifth Post-Atlantean epoch. Ithas re-
placed the Greco-Latin Epoch, which we
reckon from the middle of the eighth cen-
tury B.C. to the middle of the fifteenth cen-
tury; and further back still, we have the
Egyptian-Chaldean epoch. [ have merely
indicated this so that you may remember
where, in human evolution as awhole, we
place the epoch in which we feel ourselves
standing as modern men.

Now you knowthat at the close of the first
third of the Greco-Latin Epoch, the Mystery
of Golgotha took place. And from many dif-
ferent aspects we have characterized what
really came about for human evolution
through the Mystery of Golgotha, in fact for
the whole evolution of the earth. Today), into
this broad historical survey, we will place
various things concerning mankind which
are connected with this Mystery.

With this in view, let us glance back into far
earlier times, letus say, into the ages about
the beginning of the third millennium B.C.
You are aware how little is said in external
historical tradition about this early evolution
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ofthe human race on earth. You know, too,
how external documents point over to Asia,
to the Orient. From many sources of spiritual
science, you willknow that the further we go
back in mankind'’s evolution, the more we
find a different constitution ofthe human
soul, and something like an ancient, original
wisdom underlying the whole evolution of
humanity. You know, further, that certain
traditions of an ancientwisdom of mankind
were preserved in close, secret circles, right
into the nineteenth century. They have even
been preserved into our own time —butnot,
forthe most part, at all faithfully.

When aman oftoday learns to know
something of this original wisdom, heiis as-
tounded at the depths of the realities to
which it points. Yetin the course of the stud-
ies we have been pursuing for many years,
it has been shown that this widespread wis-
dom-teaching of ancient times must always
be contrasted with the understanding of life
and the world that was possessed by the old
Hebrew people and bore a completely differ-
entcharacter. With a certain justice the
widespread original wisdom is described as
the heathen, pagan element, and to this is
opposed the Hebrew, Jewish element. From
external traditions and literature you are
aware how the Christian element then arose
outofthe Jewish.

>’

You can dlready gather from these external
facts something that | beg you to bearin
mind, namely, that it was essentialin hu-
manity’s evolution to confrontthe ancient
heathen element and its wisdom with the
Jewish element out of which Christianity
evolved partially, at all events. The primeval
heathen or pagan wisdomiin its totality was
notdestined to have the sole influence on the
further evolution of mankind. And now the
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question must arise: Why had the ancient
pagan wisdom, which is in many respects so
wonderful, to experience anew form, a
transformation, through Judaism and Chris-
tianity? This question inevitably arises.

The answer is supplied for Initiation-wisdom
only through avery, very weighty fact,
through an event which took place far over
in Asia at the beginning of the third millen-
nium of the pre-Christian era. Clairvoyant
vision finds in looking back that an incarna-
tion of asupersensible Beingin ahuman
being had taken place there, justas in the
Event of Golgotha an incarnation of the su-
persensible Christ Being had taken placein
the man Jesus of Nazareth. The incarnation
that took place at the beginning of the third
millennium B.C. is extraordinarily difficult to
follow up, even with the science of seership,
ofinitiation. It gave humanity something of
immense brilliance, having an incisive effect.
Whatit gave to humanity, in fact, was the
primeval wisdom.

Viewed externally, one can say thatitwas a
wisdom penetrating deep into redlity; cold,
based purely on ideas, permeated little by
feeling. The actualinner nature of this wis-
dom can bejudged only by going back to
thatincarnation which took place overin
Asia atthe beginning of the third pre-
Christian millennium. Itis revealed to the
retrospective clairvoyant gaze that this was
an actual human incarnation of the Lu-
ciferic Power. And this incarnation of Lucifer
in humanity, which in a certain way has
been achieved, was the origin of the widely
extended ancient wisdom based on the
Third Post-Atlantean civilization.

There was still an after-effect, even in Gre-
cian times, of the widespread cultural im-
pulse that was derived from this Asiatic, Lu-
ciferic human being. Luciferic wisdom was
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of the utmost benefit to man in that epoch of
evolution — brilliantin a certain way, gradu-
ated according to the different peoples and
races among which it was spread. [t was
plainly recognizable throughoutthe whole
of Asia, then in the Egyptian civilization, the
Babylonian civilization and even in the cul-
ture of Greece. Allthat was possible to the
humanity of thattime in thought, in the
realm of poetry, in deeds, was in a certain
way determined through the entry of this
Luciferic impulse into human civilization.

ltwould, of course, be extraordinarily philis-
tine to wish to say: That was an incarnation
of Lucifer, hence we must flee from it! Such
philistinism could make one also flee from
the beauty and greatness that has come to
mankind from this Luciferic stream, for the
fruits of Greek culture with all their beauty),
proceeded, as already said, from this stream
of evolution. The whole of Gnostic thought
existing at the time of the Mystery of Gol-
gotha, an impressive wisdom shedding light
deep into cosmic redlities — this whole Gnostic
knowledge was inspired by the impulse com-
ing from Luciferic forces. One mustnot say
that Gnostic thought s therefore false; oneis
merely characterizing it by saying thatitis
permeated by Luciferic forces.

Then, considerably more than two thou-
sand years after the Luciferic incarnation,
came the Mystery of Golgotha. [t may be
said thatthe men among whom theim-
pulse of this Mystery spread were still fully
imbued in their thinking and feeling with
what had come from the impulse of Lucifer.
And now there entered into the evolution of
civilized humanity an entirely differentim-
pulse, theimpulse proceeding from the
Christ. We have often spoken of what this
Christ Impulse signifies within civilized hu-
manity. The Christ-Impulse —I will only
touch on this today —was taken up by the

Nov.20)

hearts and minds that | have just character-
ized. One mightsay thatit shoneinto allthe
best that came to man from Lucifer. Andin
thefirst Christian centuries, men under-
stood the Christthrough what they had re-
ceived from Lucifer. These things must be
faced without prejudice; otherwise itis not
really possible to understand the particular
way in which the Christ Impulse was re-
ceived in the first centuries of our era.

>’

As the Luciferic impulse began to fade more
and more, men were also increasingly unable
to absorbthe ChristImpulsein the right way.
Consider how much has become materialistic
in the course of modern times. Butifyou ask
yourselfwhatin particular has become mate-
rialistic, you must receive the answer: agreat
partof modern Christian theology.

Foritis simply the starkest materialism to
which a great part of modern Christian the-
ology succumbs when itno longer sees the
Christin the man Jesus of Nazareth. It sees
only the human being, the ‘simple man of
Nazareth,” the man whom one can under-
stand if one will only raise one’s self alittle to
some sortof higher understanding. The
more the man Jesus of Nazareth could be
regarded as an ordinary human being, one
belonging to the ranks of other noted hu-
man personalities, the better it pleased a cer-
tain materialistic trend of modern theology.
Ofthe supersensible element of the Event of
Golgotha, modern theology is willing to rec-
ognize little, very little.

Theimpulses entering humanity from a
Luciferic source sank down gradually into
the soul. On the other hand, however, an-
otherimpulse, which we callthe Satanic, is
growing stronger and stronger in modern
times. It willbecome increasingly strongin
the near future and on into future ages. The
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Satanic impulse proceeds from a supersen-
sible Being different from the Being of Christ
or of Lucifer. Equally with “supersensible’
one can say ‘subsensible’ — butthat s not
the point here. Theinfluence of this Being
becomes especially powerfulin the Fifth
Post-Atlantean Epoch. If we look at the con-
fused conditions of recent years we shall
find that men have been broughtto such
chaotic conditions mainly through the Sa-
tanic powers.

Just as there was an incarnation of Lucifer
atthe beginning of the third pre-Christian
millennium, as there was the Christ Incar-
nation atthe time of the Mystery of Gol-
gotha, so there willbe a Western incarna-
tion of the Satan being some little time after
our present earthly existence, in fact, in the
third post-Christian millennium. To forma
right conception of the historical evolution of
mankind during approximately 6000 years,
onemustgrasp that at the one pole stands
a Luciferic incarnation, in the center, the
incarnation of Christ, and at the other pole
the Satanic incarnation.

Lucifer is the power that stirs up in man dll
fanatical, allfalsely mystical forces, allthat
physiologically tends to bring the blood into
disorder and so lift man above and outside
himself. Satan is the power that makes man
dry, prosaic, philistine—that ossifies him and
brings him to the superstition of materialism.
Andthetrue nature and being of man is es-
sentially the effortto hold the balance be-
tween the powers of Lucifer and Satan; the
ChristImpulse helps presenthumanity to
establish this equilibrium.

>’

Thus these two poles —the Luciferic and the
Satanic —are continuously presentin man.
Viewed historically, we find that the Luciferic
preponderated in certain currents of cultural
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development of the pre-Christian age and
continued into the first centuries of our era.
On the other hand the Satanic influence
has been at work since the middle of the fif-
teenth century and willincrease in strength
untilan actualincarnation of Satan takes
place among Western humanity.

Now itis characteristic of such things that
they are prepared long in advance. Satanic
powers prepare the evolution of mankind in
such away thatit can fal a prey to Satan
when he appears in human form within
Western civilization —hardly then to be
called “civilization” in our sense —as once
Lucifer appearedin human formin China,
as once Christ appeared in human formin
Asia Minor. ltis of no avail to give oneself
ilusions today about these things. Satan will
appear in human form and the only ques-
tion is, how he will find humanity prepared.
Willhis preparations have secured for him
as followers the whole of mankind that to-
day calls itself civilized, or willhe find a hu-
manity that can offer resistance.

It does not help at all to give oneself up to illu-
sions. People nowadays flee the truth, and
one cannotgive itto themin an unvar-
nished form because they would ridicule it
and scoff and jeer. But if one gives it to them
through the Threefold Social Organism’ as
one now tries to do, then they willnothave it
either —notthe majority, at any rate. The
factthat people reject these things is just one
ofthe means which the Satanic powers can
use and which will give Satan the greatest
possible following when he appears in hu-
man form on earth.

This disregard of the weightiest truths is pre-
cisely what will build Satan the best bridge to
the success of his incarnation. And nothing
will help us to find the right position in regard
tothe part played by Satan in human evolu-
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tion except an unprejudiced study of the
forces through which the Satanic influence
works, as well as learning to know the forces
through which mankind can armiitself
against being tempted and led astray. For
this reason we will cast a brief glance today
at various things which would foster sup-
port of Satan and which Satanic powers,
working out of supersensible worlds
through human minds down here, will par-
ticularly employ in order to make his follow-
ing as numerous as possible.

>’

One ofthe means is this —thatitis not real-
ized whatis the actual significance for man
of certain kinds of thought and conception
which predominate in modern times. You
know, indeed, what a great difference there
is between the way aman felt himself to be
within the whole cosmos in the Egyptian
age, letus say, and even in the time of
Greece, and how he feels since the begin-
ning ofthe modern age, since the close of

the Middle Ages.

Picture to yourselves a well-instructed an-
cient Egyptian. He knew that his body was
constituted not merely of the ingredients
which exist here on earth and are embodied
in the animal kingdom, plant kingdom,
mineral kingdom. He knew that the forces
which he sawin the stars above, worked
into his being as man; he felthimself a
member of the whole cosmos. He felt the
whole cosmos notonly quick with life, but
ensouled and imbued with spirit; in his con-
sciousness there lived something of the
spiritual beings of the cosmos, of the soul-
nature of the cosmos and its life.

Allthis has been lostin the course of later
human history. Today man gazes from his
earth up to the star-world and to him it is
filled with fixed stars, suns, planets, comets,
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and so on. But with what means does he
examine allthat looks down to him out of
cosmic space? He examines it with mathe-
matics, with the science of mechanics.
What lies around the earth is robbed of
spirit, robbed of soul, even of life. Itis a great
mechanism, in fact, only to be grasped by
the aid of mathematical, mechanistic laws.
With the help of these mathematical,
mechanistic laws we grasp it magnificently!
A student of spiritual science is undoubtedly
justthe oneto value the achievements ofa
Gdlileo, a Kepler, and others, but what pene-
trates human understanding and con-
sciousness through the tenets of these great
spirits in human evolution merely shows
the universe as a great mechanism.

What this means is only revealed to one
who'is able to grasp man in his wholena-
ture. ltis all very well for astronomers and
astro-physicists to present the universe as a
mechanism which can be understood and
calculated by mathematical formulae. This
indeed is what a man will believe in the time
from waking in the morningtill going to
sleep again at night. Butin those uncon-
scious depths which he does not reach with
his waking consciousness but which yet
belong to his existence and in which he lives
between going to sleep and waking, some-
thing quite different concerning the universe
flows into his soul.

Therelives in the human soul aknowledge
which, although unknown to the waking
consciousness, is yet presentin the depths
and moulds the soul—aknowledge of the
spirit, of the life of the soul, of the life of the
cosmos. And although in his waking con-
sciousness man knows nothing of what
goes on there in communion with the spiri,
soul and life of the universe while he sleeps —
in the soulthe things are there; they live
within it. And much of the great discord felt
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by modern man is derived from the dishar-
mony between what the soul experiences
and whatthe waking consciousness ac-
knowledges as its world-conception.

Andwhat does the whole spirit and purport
of spiritual science say about such things? It
says: Whattheideas of Galileo, Copernicus,
have broughtto mankindis grand and
mighty, butnotan absolute truth, by no
means an absolute truth. Itis one aspect of
the universe, one side from a certain stand-
point. ltis only through the arrogance of
modern man that people say today: “Ptole-
maic world-system — childishness; that is
what men had when they were still children.
We have made such great strides — right ‘to
thestars’ andthat is what we now take as
theabsolute.”

ltis just as little an absolute as the Ptolemaic
system was an absolute, itis oneaspect. Ac-
cordingto spiritual science, the only right view
is to realize that allthat is accepted by way of a
mathematics, and merely mechanical world
view, does not furnish us with the absolute
Truth aboutthe universe, butwith illusions.
Theillusions are necessary because mankind
goes through varied forms of education in its
different stages of evolution.

For modern education we need these illu-
sions of amathematical nature about the
universe, we must acquire them, but we
mustknow thatthey areillusions. And
most of all they are illusions when we trans-
pose them into our daily environment,
when, in accordance with the atomic or mo-
lecular theories, we even endeavor to create
akind of astronomy for the substances of
the earth. Aright attitude in regard to the
whole of modern science, insofar as it thinks
alongtheselines, will recognize that its
knowledge s illusion.
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Now, in order that his incarnation may take
the most profitable form, itis of the utmost
interestto Satan that people should perfect
themselves in all our illusory modern science,
butwithout knowingthatitis ilusion. Satan
has the greatest possible interestin instruct-
ing men in mathematics, but notin instruct-
ing them that mathematical-mechanistic
concepts of the universe are merely illusions.
He is intensely interested in bringing men
chemistry, physics, biology andso on, as
they are presented today in all their remark-
able effects, but he is interested in making
men believe that these are absolute truths,
notthatthey are only points of view, like pho-
tographs from one side.

If you photograph atree from oneside, it can
be a correct photograph, yetit does not give a
picture of the whole tree. If you photograph it
fromfour sides, you can in any case getan
idea of it. To conceal from mankind that in
modern intellectual, rationalistic science with
its supplement of a superstitious empiricism,
oneis dedling with a greatillusion, a decep-
tion —that men should not recognize this is
ofthe greatest possible interest to Satan. It
would be a triumphant experience for him if
the scientific superstition which grips all cir-
cles today and by which men even wantto
organize their social science, should prevail
into the third millennium. He would have the
greatestsuccess ifhe couldthen come as a
human being into Western civilization and
find the scientific superstition.

Butl ask you notto draw false conclusions
from what | have just said. It would be afalse
conclusion to avoid the science of the day);
thatis the very falsest conclusion which
could be drawn. We must get to know sci-
ence; we should get an exact knowledge of
allthat comes from this direction — but with
thefull consciousness that we are receiving
an illusory aspect, an illusion necessary for
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our education as men. We do not safe-
guard ourselves against Satan by avoiding
modern science, but by learning to know its
character. For modern science gives us an
externalillusion of the universe, and we
need this illusion.

Do notimagine that we do not need it. We
mustonly fillitin from quite another side with
actualredlity gained through spiritual re-
search, we mustrise from theillusory char-
acterto the true reality. You willfind reference
in many of my lecture-courses to what | am
teling you today, and you will see how eve-
rywhere it has been soughtto enter fully into
the science of our time, butto liftitall to the
sphere where one can see its real value.

You cannot wish to get rid of the rainbow
because you know it to be an illusion of light
and color! You will not understand it if you
do notrealizeits illusory character. But itis
justthe same with allthat modern science
gives you for your imagination of the uni-
verse, it gives only illusions and that must be
recognized. ltis by educating oneself
through theseillusions that one arrives at
the reality.

This, then, represents one of the means
used by Satan to make his incarnation as
effective as possible —this keeping of man
back in scientific superstition.

>’

The second means that he employs is to stir
up allthe emotions that split men up into
small groups —groups that mutually attack
one another. You need only look at allthe
conflicting parties that exist today, and if you
are unprejudiced you will recognize that the
explanation is not to be found merely in
human nature. If men honestly try to ex-
plain this so-called World War through
human disharmonies, they will realize that
with what they find in physical humanity
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they cannotexplain it. Itis precisely here that
supersensible powers, Satanic powers, have
been at work.

These Satanic powers are working, in fact,
wherever dis-harmonies arise between
groups of men. Now the question arises on
what foundation is most of what we are
considering based?

Let us proceed from a very characteristic ex-
ample. — The modern proletariat has had its
Karl Marx. Observe closely how the doctrines
of Karl Marx have been spread among the
proletariat, with Marxist literature reaching
practically immeasurable proportions. You
will find all the methods of our present-day
science used in the books; everything is
strictly proved, so strictly proved thatmany
people, of whom one would never have sup-
posed t, have fallen victim to Marxism.

Whatwas the actual destiny of Marxism? It
spread atfirst, as you know, among the pro-
letariat and was firmly rejected by university
science. Today there are already anumber of
university scientists who have veered round
to acknowledging Marxist logic. They adhere
toitbecauseits literature has proved that its
conclusions arein excellent accord, that from
the standpoint of modern science Marxism
can be quite neatly proved.

Middle-class circles have unfortunately had
no Karl Marxwho could have proved the
opposite for them; for just as one can prove
the ideological character of right, morality,
andso forth, the theory of surplus value and
materialistic historical research fromthe
Marxist standpoint, so'is it possible to prove
their exact opposite. A middle-class, bour-
geois-Marxwould be fully able to prove the
exact opposite by the same strict method.
Thereis no sort of swindle or humbug about
it; the proof would work out right.

>’
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Whence does this come? [t comes from the
factthat presenthuman thinking, the pre-
sentintellect, lies in a stratum of being where
it does notreach down to realties. One can
therefore prove something quite strictly, and
also prove its opposite. Itis possible today to
prove spiritualism on the one hand and ma-
terialism on the other. And people may fight
against each other from equally good stand-
points because present-day intellectualism is
in an upper layer of reality and does not go
down into the depths of being. And itis the
same with party opinions.

A man who does not look deeper but simply
lets himself be accepted into a certain party-
circle—by reason of his education, heredity,
circumstances of life and State — quite hon-
estly believes —or so he thinks —in the pos-
sibility of proving the tenets of the party into
which he has slipped, as he says. And then
—then he fights against someone else who
has slipped into another party! And the one
is just as right as the other.

This calls forth chaos and confusion over
mankind that will gradually become greater
and greater unless men see through it. Sa-
tan makes use of this confusion in order to
prepare the triumph of his incarnation and
to drive men with increasing force into what
they find so difficult to realize — namely, that
by intellectual or modern scientific reason-
ing today, one can prove anything and
equally well prove its opposite.

The pointis for us to recognize that every-
thing can be proved and for that reason to
examine the proofs put forwardin science
today. ltis only in natural science that reality
is shown by the facts; in no otherfield can
one consider intellectual proofs valid. The
only way to escape the danger that threatens
ifone accepts the lures of Satan and his de-
sire to drive men deeper and deeper into these
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things, is to redlize through spiritual science
thathuman knowledge must be sought for
in astratum deeper than thatin which the
validity of our proofs arises. And so, in order
to create dissensions, Satan also makes use
of what develops from the old conditions of
heredity which man has really outgrown in
the Fifth Post-Atlantean Epoch.

The Satanic powers use allthat s derived from
old circumstances of heredity in order to set
men againsteach other in conflicting groups.
Allthat comes from old differences of family,
race, tribe, peoples, is used by Satan to create
confusion. “Freedom for every nation, even
thesmalest ... " These were fine-sounding
words. Butthe powers hostile to man always
use fine words in order to bring confusion and
in order to attain the things that Satan wishes
to attain for his incarnation.

>’

If we inquire: Who stirs up nations against
each other? Who raises the questions that
are directing humanity today? —the answer
is: the Satanic deception which plays into
human life. And in this field men very easily
let themselves be deceived. They are not wil-
ing to descend to the lower strata where real-
ity is to be found. For, you see, Satan skil-
fully prepares his goal beforehand; ever
since the Reformation and the Renais-
sance, the economist has been emerging in
modern civilization as the representative
governing type. Thatis an actual historical
fact. If you go back to ancient times, even to
thosethat | have characterized today as the
Luciferic —who were the governing types
then? ltwas Initiates.

The Egyptian Pharaohs, the Babylonian
rulers, the Asiatic rulers —they were initiates.
Then the priest-type emerged as ruler and
the priest-type was really the ruler rightup to
the Reformation and the Renaissance.
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Since that time the economist has been in
command. Rulers are in fact merely the
handymen, the understrappers of the
economists. One must notimagine thatthe
rulers of modern times are anything butthe
understrappers of the economists. And all
that has resulted by way of law andjustice —
one should only study it carefully —is simply
aconsequence of what economically ori-
ented men have thought. In the nineteenth
century the ‘economicalman’is replaced
for the first time by the man thinking in
terms of banking, and in the nineteenth
century there is created for the first time the
organization of finance which swamps
every other relationship. One mustonly be
able to look into these things and follow
them up empirically and practically.

>’

Allthat | stated in the second public lecture
here is profoundly true. (7he Social Future, October
25,1919) One could only wish that it were fol-
lowed upin all details; it would then be seen
how fundamentally true these things are.
Butjust because this rulership of the mere
symbolfor solid goods” (thatis to say),
money ) has arisen, Satan has been given
another essential medium for the deception
of mankind. [f men do not realize that the
rights-state and the organism of the Spirit
must be set against the economic order
called up through the economists and the
banks, then again, through this lack of
awareness, Satan will find an importantin-
strument for preparing his incarnation. His
incarnation is undoubtedly coming, and this
lack ofinsight will enable him to prepare it
triumphantly.

Such means can be used by Satan for a cer-
tain type of man. Butthereis another type—
indeed the two are often mixed in one person-
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dlity —and this also, from a different direction,
provides Satan with an easy way to success.

Nowitis afactthatin reallife, total errors are
notso harmful as half- or quarter-truths.
Total errors are soon seen through,
whereas half- and quarter-truths mislead
people. They live with them, these partial
truths become a pan of life and cause the
most horrible devastation.

There are people today who do not realize
the one-sidedness of the Galileo-Copernican
world-conception, or who at least do not see
its illusory character, or are too easygoing to
examine it. We have just shown how wrong
thatis. Butthere are also people today,
numberless people who acknowledge a cer-
tain half-truth, avery significant half-truth,
and who do not go into the question ofthe
purely hypotheticaljustification of it. Strange
as it may appear to many people, itis just as
one-sided to view the world solely through
the Gospel and reject any other search into
true reality, as itis to view the world from the
standpoint of Gdlileo and Copernicus, or of
university materialistic science in generd..

The Gospel was given to those who lived in
the first centuries of Christianity, and to be-
lieve that today the Gospel can give the
wholeof Christianity is simply a half-truth. It
is therefore also a half-error which befogs
people and thus furnishes Satan with the
best means of attaining the goal and the
triumph of his incarnation.

How numerous are those who think they
are speaking out of Christian humility, but

in reality out of dreadful arrogance, when
they say: “Oh, we need no spiritual science!
The homeliness, the simplicity of the Gospels
leads us to what men need of the eternal!” A
frightful arrogance is expressed, for the
most part, in this apparent humility, which
can very well be used by Satan in the sense |
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have indicated. For do not forget what | ex-
plained atthe beginning oftoday’s lecture,
how in the time in which the Gospelfalls,
men were still permeated by the Luciferic
impulse in their thought, feeling and general
views, and that they could understand the
Gospel by a certain Luciferic Gnosis. But the
grasp of the Gospelin this oldsenseis not
possible today. No real understanding of
the Christ can be gained if one relies merely
on the Gospel, especially in the form in
which ithas been handed down. There ex-
ists nowhere today aless true understand-
ing of Christ than in the various faiths and
confessions.

I

The Gospel must be deepened by spiritual
science if we wish to gain an actual grasp of
the Christ. Itis then interesting to examine
the separate Gospels and arrive at their real
content. To accept the Gospel as itis and as
numberless people accept it today, and par-
ticularly as itis taughttoday, is nota path to
Christ; itis a path away from Christ. Hence
the confessions are moving further and fur-
ther away from Christ. To what sort of
Christ-conception does aman come to who
will accept the Gospel and only the Gospel,
withoutthe depth given by spiritual science?
He comes ultimately to a Christ—butthatis
the utmostthat he can reach through the
Gospelalone. Itis not aredlity of the Christ,
fortoday only spiritual science can lead to
that. What the Gospelleads to is an halluci-
nation of the Christ, arealinner picture or
vision, yet only a picture.

The Gospeltoday provides the way to come to
avision ofthe Christ, but notto the reality of
Christ. Thatis justthe reason why modern
theology has become so materidlistic. Theo-
logical commentators and expounders of the
Gospel have asked themselves: Whatis to be
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made ofthe Gospel? They decide atlength that
in their view the resultis similar to what one
gets when one examines the case of Paul be-
fore Damascus. Andthen these theologians,
who are supposed to confirm Christianity, but
who really undermineit, say: Paul was simply
ill suffering from nerves and he had a vision
before Damascus.

The pointis that through the Gospelitself one
can come only to hallucinations, to visions,
but notto realties; the Gospel does not give
us the real Christ, but only an hallucination
ofthe Christ. The real Christ must be sought
today through dllthat can be gained from a
spiritual knowledge of the world.

These very people who swear by the Gospel
alone and reject every kind of real spiritual
knowledge, form the beginning of a flock for
Satan when he appears in human shape in
modern civilization. From these circles, from
these members of confessions and sects
who repulse the concrete knowledge
brought by spiritual endeavor, whole hosts
will develop as adherents of Satan.

Now this is all beginning to come into exis-
tence. ltis there, itis at work in present hu-
manity and one who speaks to men today
with the knowledge of spiritual science
speaks into it, no matter whether heis speak-
ing on social or other questions. He knows
where the hostile powers lie, that they live su-
persensibly and that men are their poor mis-
guided victims. This is the callto humanity:
“Free yourselves from allthese things that
form such a great temptation to contribute to
Satan’s triumph!”

Many people have felt something of this
sort. Butthereis notyet courage every-
where to come to an understanding with
the historicalimpulses of the Christ, Lucifer
and Satan in the urgentway thatis neces-
sary andthatis emphasized by Spiritual Sci-
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ence. Even those who have an idea of what
is necessary will not go far enough. For in-
stance, look at examples where there arises
some knowledge that the secular materialis-
tic science with this Satanic character must
be permeated with the Christ Impulse, and
how, on the other hand, the Gospel must be
illuminated through the explanations of
spiritual science. Consider how many people
struggle to the point of really shedding light
in either of these directions by means of
spiritual-scientific knowledge!

Yethumanity willonly acquire the right atti-
tude to the earthly incarnation of Satan ifit
sees through these things and has the
courage, willand energy to illumine both
secular science and the Gospel by the Spirit.
Otherwise the resultis always superficialities.

Think, for example, of how Cardinal New-
man —who, after all, was an enlightened
man, one who followed modern religious
development — at the time of his investiture
as Cardinalin Rome stated openly in his ad-
dress thatifthe Christian Catholic teaching
was to survive, a new revelation was neces-
sary. We have no need, however, of anew
revelation; the time of revelations in the old
senseis over. We need anew science, one
thatis illumined by the Spirit. But men must
have the courage for such anew science.

>’

Think of a literary phenomenon like the Lux
Mundimovementthat originated with cer-
tain eminenttheologians, members of the
English High Church, atthe end of the
eighties and beginning of the nineties of the
last century. It consisted of a series of stud-
ies, imbued throughout with the endeavor
to build a bridge from secular science to the
contents of dogma. One mightcallita
floundering hither and thither, never a bold
grasping of secular science, never an illumi-
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nation of it with the spirit. There was no un-
prejudiced examination of the Gospel with
the knowledge that the Gospel of itself is not
enough today, that it must be elucidated
and illumined. But mankind must be cou-
rageous in both directions and say: secular
science by itself leads to illusion, the Gospel
by itself leads to hallucination. The middle
way between illusion and hallucination is
found only by grasping redlity through the
Spirit. Thatis the point.

We must see through such things as these
today. Purely mundane science would
make men entirely subject toillusion; in fact
ultimately they would commit only follies.
Quite enough folly is perpetuated today al-
ready, for surely the World War catastrophe
was agreat folly! Yet many people were in-
volved in it who were thoroughly saturated
with the official secular science of our time.
And if you notice what remarkable psycho-
logical phenomena at once crop up when
some sector other places oneofthe four
Gospels in the foreground, then you will
more easily understand what | have been
saying about the Gospels today.

See how strongly inclined to all sorts of hal-
lucinations are sects that pay heed solely to
the Gospel of St. John, or solely the Gospel of
St. Luke! Fortunately there are four Gospels,
which outwardly contradict one another,
andthis has so far prevented the great
harm which such one-sidedness would
cause. By being faced with four Gospels
people do not go too far in the direction of
theone, buthave the others beside it. One
Gospelis read aloud on one Sunday and
another on another Sunday and so the llu-
sory power of the oneiis counterbalanced by
that of another.

A great wisdom lies in the fact that these four
Gospels have come down to the civilized
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world. In this way man is protected from
being caught up by some one stream,
which will take possession of him—as in the
case of so many members of sects —ifheis
influenced by one Gospel alone. When
solely oneGospel works upon himitis par-
ticularly clear how this leads atlastto hallu-
cination. In fact, itis essential today to give
up much of one’s subjective inclination,
much of whatone is attached to and thinks
pious or clever. Mankind must above dll
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seek universality and the courage to look at
things from all sides.

| wished to say this to you today so that you
may redlize that what one tries now to bring
about within humanity has truly deeper
grounds than just some sort of subjective
prejudice. In fact one can say that itis read
fromthe signs ofthe times and that it must
be brought about.
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